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 Judges & Ring Party – Event Responsibilities and 
Requirements   
 

 

1. Senior Judge 
A Senior Judge must be present for the entire duration of racing. It is the responsibility of the 
UF-O Committee and Judges Team to ensure a Senior Judge is available and present at all 
UF-O sanctioned events.  

The Senior Judge will, amongst other roles, oversee the racing and support the Ring Judges.  
The Senior Judge should always be present at or near to the rings during racing; they may 
appoint an experienced Ring Judge to take on the Senior Judge role for short times, when 
necessary. This temporary measure should be clearly communicated to all other Ring 
Judges present at the event and to the Event Host.  

Any complaints or dissatisfaction on the day of the event should be taken to the Senior 
Judge unless the individual has good reason not to, in which case the Event Host, another 
Judge or Committee member should be approached. If the issue cannot be immediately 
resolved or is not resolved in a satisfactory manner, the complaints procedure within the 
UF-O Constitution should be followed. In all cases, complaints should be logged with the 
UF-O Complaints OOicers and/or noted on the ADMIN System and the individual member 
has the right to enquire whether this has occurred.  

Senior Judge responsibilities at an event (in addition to the above):  

a. To ensure that the ring is an appropriate size and to confirm the lanes are correctly 
marked out and measured.  

b. Ensure that jumps meet the requirements set out in the equipment section of the rules.  
c. Ensure that the electronic timing system (ETS) is set up and working correctly. 
d. To consult with the Event Host regarding logistics for box checking and measuring.   
e. In the event of inclement weather, the Senior Judge will consult with the Judges in 

attendance and Event Host regarding a reduction, delay or suspension of racing but the 
final decision rests with them.   

f. After discussion with the Event host and Judges in attendance, they will make a final 
decision regarding the need to reduce warm up periods in the event of racing running 
late.  

g. Oversee and make assessments and/or decisions on all racing associated issues over 
the event. Should they be a member of the team associated with the issue presented, 
an impartial attending Judge will be requested to assist.  

h. Ensure all Junior points are recorded on the ADMIN System.  
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2. Ring Judge 
a. The Ring Judge is responsible for the racing in the ring they are allocated, according to 

the race order.  
b. The Ring Judge must be positioned between the racing lanes with a clear view of both 

lanes. Should the ring be covered by a marquee there must be no posts or fabric 
blocking the view of the lights.  

c. The Ring Judge will indicate the start of the 2 minute set up time and the warmup by 
using their whistle.  

d. The Ring Judge will notify competing teams should there be an anticipated delay to 
warm up commencing.  

e. The Ring Judge must remain inside the ring during their allocated judging time.  
f. The Ring Judge will stop racing by using the whistle.  
g. The Ring Judge will determine the result of the heat by awarding a win, loss, tie etc.  
h. The Ring Judge will signal any faults by raising their arm, this does not have to stay 

raised during the heat.  
i. The Ring Judge may consult with one or more of the Ring Party, to hear their view on an 

incident before awarding a result.  
j. Ring judges will call for the Senior Judge should there be an issue with the ETS (fault or 

having been knocked). The Senior Judge is responsible for ensuring that the racing lanes 
are compliant with the rules and if the Ring Judge perceives an issue, they must consult 
with the Senior Judge before attempting to rectify anything.  

k. Should a competing team feel it necessary to discuss an incident or query the Ring 
Judge before a final decision is made, this should be done only by the Team Captain (or 
acting Team Captain). Any discussion should be in line with the Code of Conduct.  

l. The Ring Judge has the right to insist any members leave the ring immediately for breach 
of the Code of Conduct, unsporting, disruptive or distracting behaviour. The Ring 
Judge’s decision is final.  

m. Ring Judges will be provided with a wearable item identifying them as a UF-O Judge.   
n. Electronic whistles are provided by UF-O at every sanctioned event although Ring 

Judges may use their own.   
 

3. Ring Party  
All attending members are expected to support every event by taking on the Ring Party 
roles, assuming they are able.  

Team Captains should ensure that all their team members have accessed the UF-O rules 
and have read and understand them. It is also the Team Captain’s responsibility to motivate 
their team members to participate in Ring Party duties.  

OOicials, Committee members and Judges will make every eOort to support all UF-O 
members in Ring Party roles and it is requested that once members become familiar and 
confident with a particular role, that they support the less experienced members in learning 
that role.  
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Specifically, support for Ring Party requires the experienced member to sit beside the 
learning member for the duration of their allocated Ring Party time. Less confident 
members should also make an eOort to observe Ring Party during racing.  

Ideally, teams will be oOered support by UF-O OOicials (via Team Captains) before they are 
due to take on Ring Party duties but members should ask the Senior Judge or any of the 
attending Judges if they would like support and it has not been oOered.  

Members must be fair and impartial, remain alert and avoid becoming distracted whilst 
fulfilling a Ring Party role. 

 

4. Ring Party Roles  
 
Line Judge  

a. Two Line Judges are required for every race.  
b. One Line Judge is positioned to the outside of each racing lane but well within the ring 

perimeter, in line with the start gate and should have an uninterrupted view of the 
start/finish line and the racing lane of the side they are placed – this is the lane they are 
judging.  

c. Line Judges should assist the racing team of the side they are placed to set the jumps to 
the correct height during set up time. 

d. Line Judges must remain in place during the heat.  
e. The Line Judge’s primary role is to signal a fault (by switching on the corresponding ETS 

light) that occurs when observing the start/finish line and racing lane, when the Box 
Judge on the same side signals a fault by raising the box flag or when the Ring Judge 
signals a fault by raising their hand. The corresponding fault light on the ETS should be 
switched oO if the dog is observed to clear the fault during a rerun.  

f. The Line Judge positioned on the side with the main ETS control box will start the 2 
minute timer for the set up procedure and then re-start the 2 minute timer for the start 
of the warm up when indicated by the Ring Judge.  

g. One or both Line Judges will switch on all ETS fault lights to alert the Ring Judge to halt 
racing if they observe a jump with a bowed slat, a jump knocked out of place that they 
consider unsafe, a loose dog entering the ring from outside or any situation that occurs 
and they consider it unsafe for the dogs and/or members within the ring.  

h. Line Judges must be at least 14 years old. Members age 12-13 years may Line Judge with 
supervision from an adult member competent in this role.  
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Box Judge  

a. Two Box Judges are required for every race, with the exception of Starters where Box 
Judges are not required.   

b. One Box Judge is positioned to the outside of each racing lane but well within the ring 
perimeter, in line with the space between the box line and jump, should have an 
uninterrupted view of the box area and the racing lane of the side they are placed – this 
is the lane they are judging.  

c. Box Judges should assist the racing team of the side they are placed to set the jumps to 
the correct height during set up time. They should also reposition any knocked jumps in 
between heats.  

d. Box Judges must remain in place during the heat.  
e. The Box Judge’s primary role is to signal a fault by raising the box flag. They should also 

raise the box flag if the boxloader on the side the Box Judge is observing indicated a box 
malfunction.  

f. The Box Judge may stand and raise the box flag to alert the Ring Judge to halt racing if 
they observe a jump with a bowed slat, a jump knocked out of place that they consider 
unsafe, a loose dog entering the ring from outside or any situation that occurs and they 
consider it unsafe for the dogs and/or members within the ring.  

g. Box Judges must be at least 12 years old. Members age 10-11 years may Box Judge with 
supervision from an adult member competent in this role.  

 
Runback Judge  

a. One Runback Judge required per race.  
b. The Runback Judge should be positioned next to the Line Judge, the same side as the 

Scribe and runback area. They should have an uninterrupted view of the runback area 
and as much of the racing lanes as possible.   

c. Before a race commences, the Runback Judge is responsible for facilitating 
communication between the Scribe and both competing teams. They should assist with 
informing the Scribe of which dogs are actively racing and they should check the jump 
heights are set correctly by each team.    

d. The Runback Judge should also assist with communication between the Scribe and 
Ring Judge.  

e. The Runback Judge’s primary responsibility is to inform the Ring Judge of any 
interference or distraction within the runback area during the warm up and racing. They 
should communicate this by raising the runback flag initially, the Ring Judge will likely 
ask the Runback Judge to describe the occurrence if they haven’t witnessed it 
themselves. The Runback Judge should give a concise and factual explanation of the 
incident.  

f. The Runback Judge will always have the full support of the Ring Judge although they may 
also look to gain further information from other Ring Party Judges in order to make a 
decision on any action taken.  
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g. Runback Judges must be at least 14 years old. Members age 12-13 years may Runback 
Judge with supervision from an adult member competent in this role.  

Scribe 

a. One Scribe required per race.   
b. The Scribe is positioned outside of the ring, approximately in line with the 25’ run back 

area marker.  
c. It is important that any member taking on the Scribe role is confident using the ADMIN 

System to input data. All members are encouraged to sit alongside the Scribe as often 
as possible to learn the ADMIN System.  

d. The Scribe will enter the correct 4 dogs racing each heat. 
e. The Scribe will check that the jump height set is correct for the dogs that are racing.  
f. The Scribe will advise the Ring Judge if the team type is NFC, Hybrid, etc.   
g. The Scribe will advise the Ring Judge of the breakout time for the division and if either of 

the racing teams have broken out earlier in the day. They must also advise when a 
breakout time is achieved during racing.  

h. The Scribe will advise the Ring Judge of any notes alongside the currently racing teams 
or dogs.  

i. The Scribe will advise the Ring Judge of the number of heats for the current race.   
j. The Scribe records all racing outcomes on the ADMIN System, as directed by the Ring 

Judge.  
k. The Scribe will make relevant notes on the ADMIN System as requested by the Ring 

Judge. 
l. The Scribe must be at least 14 years old. Members age 12-13 years may Scribe with 

supervision from an adult member competent in this role.  

 

Note:  
The United Flyball Outdoor Judges and Ring Party – Event Rules have been created by the 
Judging Team and Founding Members.  

The rules will be fully reviewed annually at a minimum; rule changes can occur at any time. 
Members are invited to suggest rule changes and may submit these via 
unitedflyballoutdoor.co.uk. All changes will be agreed by the Judging Team and Committee.  

 


